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Chomskyan Theory of Language: a Rationalist 
Combination of Formalist Methodology and 

Innatist Conclusions 
Dr. Suddhasattwa Banerjee 

In this paper I would like to outline the basic philosophical and 
methodological assumptions behind Chomsky's theory of 

Universal Grammar and the main objections to the theory from 
within the Marxist tradition. My argument is that the biological 
determinist framework of Chomsky's theory is an unsound 
philosophical and methodological foundation for the scientific 
investigation of human affairs in general and language in 
particular. There is an alternative in the tradition of materialist 
investigation of language and mental phenomena associated with 
the name of Vygotsky and others, which allows us to give full due 
to our material, biological natures without at the same time 
preventing us from appreciating the essentially socio-cultural 
determination of our activity and thinking. 

One may usually have some powerful assumptions about the 
nature of humanity and of human mental activity to be willing to 
accept the formalist methodology as well as the innatist 
conclusions of Chomskyan linguistics. As we find, the assumptions 
Chomsky makes, on which his whole research programme rests, 
are biological determinist, which in philosophy means idealist. If 
we judge this ideological framework to be untenable, then the 
viability of the linguistic theory is called into question. And if we 
cannot find at once all the answers to the structural puzzles 
Chomsky's theory purports to solve, we would do better to be 

cautiously sceptical about the data than to be bounced into 

7 
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CHAPTER-1 

TITAS EKTI NADIR NAAM: AN 

INDIGENOUS VOICE OF THE 

SUBALTERN 

-Ayantika Sarkar 
-Sambuddha Basu 

This article attempts a critical reading and analysis of some 
of the nuances of Adwaita Mallabarman's Bengali novel 
TitasEkti Nadir Naam [A River Named Titas] as a 
Subaltern text written by an insider-experiencer of the 
subaltern Malo community from East Bengal. The 
importance of the text as a cultural record of the Malo 
community that lives in the fringes of society is 
highlighted, and the paper also questions the truth claims" 
of the centralized grand narratives and their narrow 
historiographic methodologies in line with the discipline of 
Subaltern Study. The paper explores how like a Testimonio 
Titas also foregrounds the culture of the Malos yet falls 
short of being a Testimonio as it lacks the crusading spirit 
for emancipation and direction for it. 

"Subaltern' is a word infused with deep significance 
and multifaceted ramifications. It is not a simple wordit 
is a term, utterances and expressions of which question the 
moral fabric of human civilization. The presence of this 
word in dictionary humiliates the pride of so called 
"humanity', and proves all the high claims of human 
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Identification of Groundwater Potential
Zones Using Multi-influencing Factors
(MIF) Technique: A Geospatial Study
on Purba Bardhaman District of India

Niladri Das, Prolay Mondal, Subhasish Sutradhar, and Ranajit Ghosh

Abstract In the present era, the resource crisis and the deterioration of quality of
resources is the primary concern of the geographical study. Groundwater resource is
the primary depleted resource today due to massive population pressure and indis-
criminate use in agriculture. Hence, proper planning and strategies are needed to
facilitate groundwater recharge. Therefore, a study, like the delineation of poten-
tial groundwater zones, is one of the prime tasks of the geographer, the environ-
mentalist, and the scientist also. Present research involves the assessment of poten-
tial groundwater recharge zone by using a popular statistical method, i.e., multi-
influencing factors (MIF) along with the application of GIS. Based on the study, three
major potential zones have been identified viz. high potential zone, which comprises
20.65% area, moderate potential zone with 45.61% area, and low potential zone
covering 33.74% area out of the total geographical area of the Purba Bardhaman
district of West Bengal, India. High potential zones are predominantly observed in
the extreme west and east of the test area as well as along the river course. Moreover,
low potential zones are found in the middle and the southern part of this concerned
region. In the end, validation of these potential zones has been made by taking actual
yield from the field observation and comparing it with the prepared potential model.
Therefore, this kind of study for the delineation of potential groundwater zones is
very much relevant for the improvement of groundwater status in the era of the water
crisis. The validation of this model proves that this model is 73.17% accurate for the
identification of the potential groundwater zones.
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Chapter 12
Multi-criteria Analysis for Groundwater
Quality Assessment: A Study in Paschim
Barddhaman District of West Bengal, India

Payel Das and Niladri Das

Abstract Groundwater, one of the most valued natural hydrological resources,
plays an important character in various sectors, i.e. agriculture, industry, and house-
hold. With increasing population pressure, its quality and quantity are affected
enormously. Therefore, groundwater quality assessment is of prime necessity to
confirm the availability of safe water for consumption and utilization in agriculture
purpose. The present study was conducted on Paschim Barddhaman district of West
Bengal based on 14 physico-chemical parameters, i.e. pH, EC, TH, Ca, Mg, Na, K,
HCO3, Cl, SO4, PO4, F, Fe and SiO2 of 43 groundwater samples. Multi-criteria
analysis, such as factor analysis and cluster analysis, has been done to extract the
principal controlling factors of groundwater chemistry. Factor analysis shows that
four factors explain the total variance of 71.358%, and it implies that the hydro-
geochemistry of groundwater is influenced not only by the interaction of ground-
water and geology but also by contamination by the chemical fertilizer, industrial
effluent and urban sewage. From the hierarchical cluster analysis, three clusters are
identified from the region on the basis of homogenous groundwater chemistry.
Gibbs diagram indicates that groundwater hydrochemistry is mainly influenced by
the nature and composition of rocks. Water quality indices reveal that the ground-
water of the district is safe for drinking purposes except very few locations. Based on
irrigation suitability analysis, i.e. sodium percentage, sodium absorption ratio and
permeability index, majority of the sample villages show that groundwater is suitable
for irrigation purpose except a few villages.

Keywords Hydrochemistry · Hierarchical cluster analysis · Irrigation suitability ·
Principal component analysis · Water quality index
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Social movements in India in Contemporary Era 

TEBHAGA MOVEMENT: AN UPSURGE TO CHOKE THE BLOOD 
SUCKING LEECHES OF SOCIETY AS DEPICTED IN ABU ISHAK'S 

SHORT STORY 'JONK 
Sudipta Singha 

ABSTRACT 

ISBN: 978-93-90863-69-3 

Assistant Professor English, Hiralal Bhakat College, Nalhati, Birbhum, W. B. 

Sitting at a dinner table having a plate full of boiled rice, have we ever thought of those peasants who are 
actually responsible for providing our plate with such foods. Many of us have a tendency to keep leftovers or 
most of the time our much more foods are left on our plate. While doing so have we ever thought how much 
labour is given to produce the crops from which we get our food or do we have any idea of the dilapidated 
condition of the life of a peasant. No.the answer will be no. I, having been born and brought up at a village 
surrounded with paddy fields, my rural eyes and my rural mind are very much familiar with the green fields as 
well as the lives of those peasants, their clay smitten feet, their sun burnt appearance. They never care for beauty 
creams like fair & lovely or fair and handsome. What they do care is how to produce a hansome quality and a 
fair amount of crops in their fields. And for that they make the land, the soil their second abode. However, 
once there had been a time when a peasant did not have the right over the complete production they made in 
their land. After giving untiring toil as well as bearing the whole expenditure to produce their crops there had 
been a group of people like jamindars, jotedars who claimed their share over the half of the pro duction and thus 
took almost a huge part of the whole one. We know the history. The tradition of giving agrarian tax( khajna) to 

jamindars, to jotedars is very much well-known to us. But the situation became worse after East India company 
won the civil benefits in 1765 and the permanent setlement headed by Lord Comwallis was brought into effect 
in 1793 to fix the tax over production. Retrospecting the pictures of the peasants being exploited under that 
situation really makes goose bumps. In my present paper , a thorough light is, therefore, being given on the 
pathetic situation undergone by those unfortunate peasants as well as the fact that how they once got organised 
to bring a revolutionary change into this society through the so-called movement called "Tebhaga' as depicted in 
some pieces of literature. I'Il, therefore, here discuss the movement in brief and then will throw light on the 
horrific history of the time as depicted in Abu Ishak's short story Jonk'. 
Keywords: Tebhaga, jotedars, bargadars, movement, agrerian, reveneu, upsirge, sharecropper, adhiar, khalan. 
INTRODUCTION 

It is the story of the sharecroppers, the adhiars, the peasants, their untiring toil and of the question who should 
actually be the owner of the whole green field. They did never long for the decadent life of a zamindar lying half 
on cushioned bed piping on a hukka. Rather what they just want is the the tebhaga'- the two third share of the 
whole production of crops they made on their land out of their own untiring physical and mental labour. That 
Iitle amount of produce, though, is not much for anyone. However they are seen to be satisfied with that little 
amount. They are the Charudutta of human society. They only know to give, to contribute in a society. They 
never long for anything high in their life, never care for themselves. They are the real hero. They are the one 
providing food for us remaining fast most of the days of a year. The kings, the zamindars, the jotedars of every 
Ages, the british colonizers have been taking advantages to this simple nature of these people. These leeches like 
people have been sucking their blood , squizing their lives only for their game of profit and loss. This was the 
Year of 1946, just a year before India got independence in 1947 that with the initiative of the All India Krishak 
Dabha of peasant front of the Communist Party of India there was upsurged a significant peasant agitation in 
Dengal. This peasant agitation is well known in the history of Bengal as Tebhaga Movement. 

59 
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Defoe's A Journal of the Plague Year: 
A Retrospection to the Plagued 

Atmosphere of the Great Plague of 
London 1665-66 

Introduction: 

Sudipta Singha 

The stories of pandemic, plague and epidemic fill the pages of 
history only with thrilling stories. It tells the stories of panic, of 
suffering and death. Sometimes this panic emerges as the panic of 
plague, sonmetimes of cholera, sometimes of influenza, or sometimes 
of Tuberculosis or again sometimes as Covid -19. The comings and 
goings of these diseases often seem arbitrary and simply 
inexplicable. The more we delve deep into the history of disease, 
the more will these stories of human sufferings, stories of throwing 
off the corpses incongruously into the deep long burial pits, whispers 
into our ears. The study of disease, therefore, is not a very pleasant 
subject to contemplate. Human beings have frequently been 
confronting the emergence and spread of contagious diseases with 
the potentiality of pandemic throughout the history. The Major 
pandemics and epidemics that afflicted humanity throughout the 
history are plague, cholera, flu, severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus (SARS-CoV) and Middle East respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus (MERS-CoV). Besides, the present generation of people 
have just had an experience of Covid-19 as a pandemic. The term 
pandemic refers to a. Infectious disease that spreads globally whereas 
an epidemic spread to a wider geographic arca. 

In 1665 England was struck by the great plague. The disease 
Pandemic-S 
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The Limbu People of Darjeeling District: A Rethinking to their Social, Cultural and 
Domestic Life 

Introduction 

Sudipta Singha 

Nature, Mountains, hills have such a charismatic power that whenever 
we visit them, our mind and body are filled with a kind of tranquility 
and get rejuvenated. If a visit of once or twice a year to them has such 
an effect to our body and mind then what about those people who has 
made nature their abode and are themselves getting nurtured in the lap 

of mountains or hills. Impurity can never touch their mind. Bad thinking 

is always kept away from them and they, therefore, become the owner 

of a soul which is elevated in nature. Mountain areas or hilly areas of 

India are inhabited with many different people or many different tribes. 

Limbu people are one among them. Limbus are a Mongolian tribe. They 

belong to the great Kirata race. They once inhabited the lower Himalayas 

trom the Punjab to the eastern end of Assam, to Burma and Cacher, and 

then floated down from the high Himalayas as the great human stream 

to settle in modern Nepal's south-eastern region, Sikkim, Bhutan, and 

Darjeeling district. Some scholars refer to these Limbu Kiratas as Kirantis. 

Khwombe or Khombo or Kirawa are the names by which the Kiratas 

address themselves. However, the actual term is Ekthumba. "The Limbus 

call thenmselves Yak-thumba." (Risley, Gazetteer of Sikkim 1894, reprinted 

In 1973, p. 34). The surname of Limbu people is 'Subba'. 

The name Kirata appears for the first time in the Hindu epics Krishna 

Tajurveda, Taittiriva Brahmana, A tharva Veda, and the Puranas, as well 

ds the Ramayana and Mahabharata. The Kiratas appear to have been 

Known to the Hindu world during the centuries preceding Christ as a 

8roup of people whose original home was in the Himalayan slopes, 

Specifically Assam. In the Manava Dharma Sastra, these hill people 

Were later considered degraded Kshatriyas. 
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Introduction 

Chapter ID: 17485 

The fathomless hunger for capitals took people to the 
level of greed that they even did not mind children to 
push into the soot covered chimneys as well as into the 
mouse ridden cellar like factories and workhouses. 
They talked about humanism, about ethnocentrism, they 
propagated Eurocentric ideology throughout the world; 
however, there is a frequently asked question whether 
their Eurocentric ideology taught them to inflict 
inhuman pain on others as well as on to children. Their 
capitalist addiction rid no one off their greed. We have 
heard of laborers working at factories hours after hours 
with a very meager amount of wage under unhygienic 
atmosphere. Moreover, children in workhouses, 
factories were in most dilapidated condition. We have 
witnessed of their grueling condition at the workhouses 
where they were treated more abysmally than an animal 
was treated. They were given very poor quantity and 
quality of food and were made to work hours after hourS 
under unhygienic atmosphere. This unfortunate 
childhood of their life did have a great affect in their 
psychological as well as moral development. Charles 
Dickens, as many novelists, critics of the time opined to 
be an author who in his whole life had raised his voice 
against child abuse as well as the social crimes 
increased due to these exploitations. The present book 
chapter is, therefore, dealing with the theme of child 
exploitation and juvenile crime in the 19th century 
England as depicted in Charles Dickens's novel 'Oliver 
Twist' 

Keywords: Child labor, child exploitation, ethnocentrism, 
humanism, slum, workhouse, Industrial Revolution, 

In England, Industrial Revolution started in 1750s or 
1760s. The invention of James Watt's steam engine 
took the industrial revolution to its peak. Beside these 
developed technologies the demand of manpower in 
factories got increased. And the 19th century urban 
sprawl in London met the need of this demand of 
manpower in factories. The imagery of human beings at 
work keeping pace with the machines is well depicted in 
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Abstract 
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Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Go dot is among the most 
well-known and lauded instances of an absurd play. The 

piay is distinguished by its implausible or unrealistic plots, 
minimal staging to convey the apparent absurdity of humar 
existence, monotonous, utterly unmotivated, and illogical 

action, dialogues that amount to meaningless babbling, and 

the portrayal of characters that are searching for hope and 

meaning in an unremarkable and repetitive world. The play 

1s a product of the post-World War II absurdist movement, 

which was a response to the existential crisis brought on 

by the conflict as well as the meaninglessness and futility 

Of human existence. The aim of absurd theatre was to show 

the disintegration of conventional values and beliefs as well 

ds à sense of meaninglessness. This work demonstrates the 

absurdity and pointlessness of human existence andlattempts 

to illuminate Waiting for Go dot as an absurdist play. 

Keywords: Theatre of absurd, waiting for Godot. 

Existentialism, Beckett, WWi, WW L, Martin Esslin, Myth 

Or Sisyphus, Albert Camus. 
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Abstract 

This s research article explores the role of digital libraries in the development of underprivileged 
students s studying English literature. With the increasing use of technology in education, digital 
aries have emerged as valuable resources for students with limited access to physical 
Lrares. The study aims to investigate the impact of digitallibraries on the academic perfornance 
end learning outcomes of underprivileged students studying English literature. The research methodology includes a quantitative analysis of survey data collected from a sample of underprivileged students enrolled in English literature programs. The findings reveal that the use of digital libraries significantiy enhances the students' access to quality learning materials, promotes self-learning, and improves their understanding and comprehension of English literature. Furthermore, it is observed that the use of digital libraries enables students to improve their research and critical thinking skills, thereby empowering them to excel in their studies. The study concludes that digital libraries play a crucial role in bridging the educational gap for underprivileged students in the field of English literature and recommends further research on the effective use of digital libraries in other academic subjects. The research article concludes by emphasizing the need for educational institutions and policymakers to recognize the potential of digital libraries in promoting inclusive and equitable education for 
underprivileged students. 

Keywords 
Audiobook, Digital Library, Intranet, Underprivileged Students 

Introduction 
Once there was a time when books in off- line mode were mere option to nurture and enhance 
our knowledge beside the serious and scholarly lectures of our college and university professors. 
Maximum number of students doing honours in English could not provide themselves with the 
books of renowned publishers since those books cost a lot. However, if one got the opportunity 
to take admission at a prestigious college with the advantage of accessing a rich library then 
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The higher order of realists should rather call themselves
illusionists.

afoas1 q GATGDIA SUICGA RT Disintegration of the
human psyche -gQN fAAI

111jCA enlightened scepticism outmoded belief-4 g*7
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